
Easter 2008 
Everything! 

 
For some this weekend is a tradition to be honored, for others it is a 
religious duty to be fulfilled, for Believers it is a reality check - a reminder 
about what is real. 
 

Romans 13:11-12 (NLT) 
This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. Wake up, for our 
salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is almost gone; the day of 
salvation will soon be here. So remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the 
shining armor of right living. 
Ephesians 1:18-20 (NLT) 
I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident 
hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious 
inheritance. I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power 
for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead 
and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.  
 

God came with answers – in one person and event 
Hebrews 1:1-3 (NLT) 
Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the 
prophets. And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God 
promised everything to the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created the 
universe. The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, 
and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command… When he had 
cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the 
majestic God in heaven. 
John 14:9 (NLT) 
Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know who I 
am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to show 
him to you? 
 

God’s view of the World 
• A world in darkness 
Matthew 4:16 (NLT) 
the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. And for those who lived in the 
land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.” 
Romans 1:21 (NLT) 
Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And 
they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds 
became dark and confused. 
 

• A world in rebellion 
Luke 13:34 (NLT) 
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones God’s messengers! 
How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks 
beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me. 
Jeremiah 7:13 (NLT) 
While you were doing these wicked things, says the LORD, I spoke to you about it 
repeatedly, but you would not listen. I called out to you, but you refused to answer. 
 

• A world without a shepherd that is harassed and helpless 



Matthew 9:36 (NLT) 
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
 
 
 
The Easter event reveals… 
 

1st How God feels about sin 
Isaiah 53:10 (NLT) 
But it was the LORD’s good plan to crush him and cause him grief. Yet when his life is 
made an offering for sin, he will have many descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and 
the LORD’s good plan will prosper in his hands. 
Romans 3:25-26 (NLT) 
For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when 
they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that 
God was being fair when he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times 
past, for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present 
time. God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he 
declares sinners to be right in his sight when they believe in Jesus. 
 

2nd How God feels about us - a willingness to give everything 
Romans 5:8 (NLT) 
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still 
sinners. 
Ephesians 2:4-6 (NLT) 
But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though we were dead 
because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by 
God’s grace that you have been saved!) For he raised us from the dead along with 
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ 
Jesus. 
 

3rd God’s power through the tomb 
1 Corinthians 15:19-22 (NLT) 
And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the 
world. But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest 
of all who have died. 21So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, 
now the resurrection from the dead has begun through another man. 22Just as everyone 
dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new 
life. 
1 Peter 1:3-5 (NLT) 
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have 
been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with 
great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in 
heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. And 
through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, 
which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see. 
 

4th God reveals our hearts 
John 3:19-21 (NLT) 
And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people 
loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. All who do evil hate 
the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. But those who do what 
is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.” 



Luke 2:33-35 (NLT) 
Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed 
them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in 
Israel to fall, but he will be a joy to many others. He has been sent as a sign from God, but 
many will oppose him. As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. 
And a sword will pierce your very soul.” 
 

Communion: accepting who Jesus is and what He came to do; 
be our Savior and Lord 
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