In God We Trust?

Part 2

“Real Wealth”

Christian Focus: In the world but not of it

John 17:13-18 (NLT)

“Now | am coming to you. | told them many things while | was with them in this world so they would be filled with my joy.
“I have given them your word. And the world hates them because they do not belong to the world, just as | do not
belong to the world. "*I'm not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe from the evil one. *They
do not belong to this world any more than | do. "Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth.
"*Just as you sent me into the world, | am sending them into the world.

2 Timothy 2:3-4 (NLT)

Endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. ‘Soldiers don't get tied up in the affairs of civilian life,
for then they cannot please the officer who enlisted them.

0 God's people have always struggled with this

James 4:1-4 (NIV)

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? You want
something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not
have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you
may spend what you get on your pleasures. You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is
hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.

1 Timothy 6:9-10 (NIV)

People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men
into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Two parables that explain God's perspective on money, talents, and giftings
Matthew 24:3 (NLT)

Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him privately and said, “Tell us, when will all this
happen? What sign will signal your return and the end of the world?”....

Matthew 25:14-30 (NIV)

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. *To one he
gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went
on his journey. "*The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five
more. ""So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. “But the man who had received the one talent went off,
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. "*“After a long time the master of those servants returned and
settled accounts with them. “The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you
entrusted me with five talents. See, | have gained five more.' *“His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's
happiness!' *“The man with the two talents also came. 'Master," he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, | have
gained two more.' *“His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; |
will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!" ““Then the man who had received the
one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'l knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering
where you have not scattered seed. So | was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what
belongs to you.' **“His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that | harvest where | have not sown and
gather where | have not scattered seed? “Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so
that when | returned | would have received it back with interest. **Take the talent from him and give it to the one who
has the ten talents. *For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not
have, even what he has will be taken from him. *And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

God's perspective: What do we learn?

1* It's all His. He is the owner and we are His managers.
0 He called His servants to Himself
O A Christian recognizes who God is: Creator, Lord, Savior
Deuteronomy 10:14 (NIV)
To the Lord your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it.

2" He tests His servants by seemingly going away
O You find out what people are really about when there is not immediate consequences
[0 You know a tree by its fruit



3" He will settle accounts with us
0 We will be judged on what we did with His things and our service
[l He expects a Spiritual return on what He has given us

God's accounting practices: What kind of return does He want?

Luke 12:14-21 (NIV)

Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” *Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on
your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” °And he told
them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. "He thought to himself, 'What shall | do? |
have no place to store my crops.' *“Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger ones,
and there | will store all my grain and my goods. "*And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for
many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” *But God said to him, "You fool! This very night your life will be
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' *“This is how it will be with anyone
who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”

Creating a healthy life and a Heavenly treasure

Focus on eternal things. Do things for God not for men to see

Matthew 6:16-21 (NIV)

“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. |
tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. "But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,
"so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who
sees what is done in secret, will reward you."“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. *But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. ’For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Caring about people

Matthew 19:21 (NIV)

Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV)

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

Focusing on the right things in this life leads to real life on earth
1 Timothy 6:6 (NIV)
But godliness with contentment is great gain.
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